SUMMARY The dermatoglyphs of 13 Japanese (eight males and five females) with duplication of the thumb were studied. The dermal patterns on the thumb were compared with those on the extra digit.
With the rapid development of human cytogenetics and the discovery of new chromosomal aberrations in man, the value of dermatoglyphs in clinical medicine has been proved.
Cummins12 used dermatoglyphs of patients with polydactyly and other malformations of the hands and feet to study factors affecting ridge growth and differentiation. Since then, no reports on dermatoglyphs in polydactyly have been published.
Received for publication 10 August 1979 The purpose of this study is to compare the dermal patterns of the thumb with those of the extra digit.
Subjects and methods
Thirteen Japanese patients (eight males and five females) with duplication of the thumb were studied. Their ages ranged from 1 month to 4 years. They were apparently healthy apart from having the Case figure) .
Fingerprints were recorded using the Hollister Finger Print method, and palm prints were recorded with an ink pad.
Results
The dermatoglyphs of 13 patients were analysed, and the relationship between dermal patterns of the thumb and the extra digit was investigated.
The results obtained are shown in the figure and in tables 1 and 2. There was no pattern on the digits of cases 1 and 6 (figure). When 
